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Dear Teachers.

The Crazy Christmas Cabaret 2009 sets the scene in foggy New York of the 1930’s. Prohibition is no problem to a prospering mafia as the big families struggle for power. This is not the first time we have crossed the Atlantic for inspiration, and we hope you may use this opportunity to focus on an interesting if infamous aspect of American history and culture. 
We normally include an exercise dealing with the traditional British pantomime because it is the origin of our show. However, this year we have left it out as there were so many other things we wanted to do. If you feel this to be too great a loss, let us know and we will happily send you a text about British pantomime so you can prepare your students for that aspect of the show.
We hope you find the following useful, and should you wish to comment on any part of the teaching material, please feel free to send us an email at mail@londontoast.dk
Good fornøjelse!
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Research

Divide the students into 5 groups and ask them each to research one of the five dominant mafia families in America: the Bonanno family, the Colombo family, the Gambino family, the Genovese family, and the Lucchese family. As an introduction to their specified research they must first answer two important general questions: 
· How do we define the mafia? What is it?

· Why did the mafia prosper so in America in the 1930’s? What factors made their development possible?

Their family specific research should then include the following topics:

· The background of the family

· The special characteristics of the family

· The most important/spectacular events and people in the family’s history

· The fate of the family – what has happened to them

The class must make a short PowerPoint presentation of their research to the rest of the class. We suggest that the general questions are not included in this, as they are common to all. They might instead be handed in as individual written assignments coupled with a translation of the newspaper article attached at the end of the teaching material.

A good place to start their research is quite simply Wikipedia and Google where lots of useful websites can be found. The Encyclopedia Britannica also has a good entry on the mafia (you need to be a member but you can use it once for free). Some of the websites listed for the exercise below also have a bit of history and a few useful facts.
Dig the Lingo

The following websites all have a sort of dictionary to the mafia language. Divide the students into groups and ask them to write a mafia sketch (based on their research or, if you watch a mafia film, based on the world they meet in that film). In their sketch, they must use as many mafia words as possible. They must then perform their sketch to the rest of the class.
http://www.mafiaflix.com/talk_mafia.php
http://pixelmafia.org/speak.html
http://www.fanabala.com/
The Mafia Meet the Movies

Hollywood has always been fascinated by the mafia and their murderous and mysterious secret culture. Watch at least one of the big mafia films and analyse its representation of the mafia. We suggest you include at least: 

· The plot, characters and setting

· The language (cf. the lingo exercise above)

· The focus of the film in its representation of the mafia

· Its tone; its attitude towards the mafia. This might lead to a good discussion in class about the role of the media in sustaining the mythmaking around the American Mafia

This analysis is important if you choose to do the court room exercise outlined below. Also, we suggest you compare the representation in the film(s) with our version of the mafia story, see the This Year’s Show exercise. 

We suggest the following films as they have inspired our show significantly: 

Donnie Brasco, The Godfather, The Godfather Part II, and Goodfellas 
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See Ya in Court!

For this exercise, you need to watch a film about the mafia and analyse it as outlined above in the The Mafia Meet the Movies exercise. We recommend Donnie Brasco, The Godfather, The Godfather Part II, or Goodfellas, which are the films that have inspired our show the most. You can also base this exercise on a short story or similar about the mafia if you have one handy.

Based on their analysis of the film, the students now have to take the criminals from the film to trial. We are happily anachronistic in this exercise as we do not take into account any changes in the American courts since the 1930’s when most of our mafia action takes place. We base our exercise on the present American Federal Courts. 
Fase 1: Preparation
Follow this link: American Federal Courts interactive
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Here your will find the above picture of an American courtroom where you can click the different functions in the room to see what they do. Choose as many of these functions as you deem necessary to carry out the exercise in your class. We suggest you include at least the following: 
· The Parties: Accused/Defendant + Plaintiff (the United States of America in these types of cases)

· The Jury including one foreman

· The witnesses: if you need more witnesses than you can get from the film, let the students invent some as long as they stay within the frame work of the story

· The lawyers: Counsel for the prosecution + Counsel for the defence. Each lawyer should have an assistant.

· The judge

· US Marshal

· We furthermore suggest adding two CNN reporters that can create a news report which can be played to the waiting courtroom while the jury is out reaching their verdict.

You then assign roles to the students. There will be a number of students without a role. One of these will act as the US Marshall during the trial as that is a role that requires no preparation. The others will be the audience at the trial. In order that this group of students have preparation work as well as those with a more demanding role, they act as helpers during the preparation fase. The jury can work as a group without helpers. The Defendant, his Lawyer and the lawyer’s assistant can work together as can the counsel for the prosecution and his/her assistant, and so these roles don’t need audience helpers either. Each witness needs 1 or 2 helpers. The judge needs a helper. The CNN reporters need no helpers. The following is a list of what each role needs to do. If they have trouble remembering the film (it is very important that you make them take notes during the film itself and during your analysis of it), they can find help on the Internet Movie Database. They also need the Federal Courts link so they can see what their role is meant to be doing.
Defendant and witnesses 

Go through your notes from the film so you know the story as it presents itself from your point of view. Fill in the gaps in your own private history – invent whatever you think is necessary to answer the questions you think you might be asked in court. Think of all the questions you can imagine that the two lawyers might ask. Prepare yourself to answer them.Think about your character and be ready to act in court as if you were that character (Will you cry? Are you completely cold? Will shout out against people? Etc. etc.)
Counsel for the prosecution:

Write down:

1) Your opening statements (max. 2 min.)

2) All the questions you want to ask your witnesses including the defendant

3) Your closing arguments (max. 2 min.)

Try to think what your opponent will focus on so you can argue your case better and win. Decide on your personality as a lawyer and be ready to act it out.

Counsel for the defence:

Write down:

1) Your opening statements (max. 2 min.)

2) All the questions you want to ask your witnesses including the defendant

3) Your closing arguments (max. 2 min.)

Remember that the other lawyer gets to go first all the time. Try to think what your opponent will focus on so you can argue your case better and win. Decide on your personality as a lawyer and be ready to act it out.

Judge: 

Make sure you know exactly how the trial is supposed to run – what happens when etc. Check up with your teacher that your impression matches the way your class is doing the exercise. It is your job to make sure everything happens according to the rules. 

Write down: 

1) An outline of the trial

2) A brief introductory speech including the indictment (the charges against the defendant) and a short impartial summary of events in the case.

Fase 2: you assemble the court:

Begin by transforming the classroom into something that looks like a court room. If you have a hammer for the judge and a dictionary to represent the bible, it makes it more realistic and entertaining. Once everyone is in place, you begin the trial following the procedure of Federal Courts’ Jury trials which you can see here: How the trial proceeds. Here is a simplified and adapted version, but we still suggest you acquaint yourself with the original because the students are bound to ask questions:
· Indictment/information: the judge gives his/her opening speech with the charges and a summary of the case
· Opening statements: lawyers for both sides present the case from their points of view

· Presentation of evidence: here simply the testimonies of the witnesses – see the order in which this is done on the website. Here the US Marshal comes in. He/she fetches the witnesses, leads them to the stand, makes them swear on some book and leads them back down when they are done.

· Closing arguments: the lawyers’ final speech to the jury

· Judge instructs the jury and they leave

· Jury’s deliberation (and CNN news report)

· Verdict: the jury presents its verdict

· Sentence: the judge passes sentence and calls the trial to an end.

The exercise is then over and you discuss how it went. Discuss in class both how the exercise itself worked but also the verdict and the case itself.
Here is the webaddress for the Federal Courts in case you have trouble with the embedded links:
http://www.fjc.gov/federal/courts.nsf

This Year’s Show
This is where you connect the show to the exercises above. You can do this either way round – show first and exercises afterwards or vice versa.

· Show and reality: 

Look at Mama Mafia in relation to your research about the mafia. What has Vivienne McKee chosen to focus on in the history of the mafia and why do you think she has chosen the way she has? Also, pay attention to the language when you see the show – does Vivienne McKee include mob talk and does it work?

· Cabaret and film:

Compare Mamma Mafia to the film you have watched focusing on the same things in the show as you have done in your analysis of the film. If you see the show first, analyse it with reference to the same parameters as you intend to focus on in your film analysis. We think it is important to include the different approaches to representing the mafia – with or without comic relief. Also, consider the difference between film and theatre as media.

· Comedy: 

And now for something completely different – enough with the mobsters! 

Make a brainstorm in class on different forms of comedy (irony, satire, slapstick, innuendo etc. – follow this link for a good check list: Buzzle on Comedy). Divide the students into groups and have them make a short presentation defining and characterising their particular kind of comedy including illustrative examples. Then analyse our show in terms of the types of comedy used. Which types of comedy work best in the show and why?
Article for Translation
Ok, we admit that this article deals with the Italian mafia, but we couldn’t resist the temptation. You got a problem with that? Nah forget about it, Va Fa Napoli (As the NY mobsters would say)!



Italiensk politi konfiskerede krokodille, der blev brugt til afpresning af formodet mafioso. 

Arkivfoto: POLFOTO 

Afpresningskrokodille afhentet af betjente fra anti-mafia enhed. 
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Anti-mafia enheden fandt forleden en 40 kilo tung krokodille hos en formodet mafioso i Napoli, mens de ledte efter våben i mandens hjem syd for byen Caserta 30 km nord for Napoli. 

Den 1,70 meter lange Caiman krokodille levede i en lille pool på mandens terrasse, hvor den blev fodret med kaniner og mus, oplyser talsmand ved politiet Sergio Di Mauro til avisen the Daily Telegraph. 

Betal eller bliv spist 

Ifølge Mauro mistænker politiet ejeren af huset for at være chef for pengeafpresning i Caserta området, hvor Naoplis Camorra mafia er særdeles aktive. 

Ejeren af huset brugte sandsynligvis krokodillen til en særlig avanceret form for afpresning af lokale forretningsmænd. Et tilbud, du ikke kan sige nej til, for ellers bliver du spist. 

Politiet regner med, at manden inviterede sine ofre hjem til sig, hvorefter han truede med at slippe krokodillen løs på dem, såfremt de ikke betalte ham beskyttelsespenge eller gjorde ham særlige tjenester. 

Den mistænkte blev ikke anholdt af politiet, men han vil blive efterforsket for ulovlig opbevaring af krokodillen, udtalte Mauro. Politiet efterforsker også beskyldningerne om afpresning. 

Krokodillen blev overdraget til de italienske myndigheder. 

FRA: http://jp.dk/udland/europa/article1827671.ece[image: image4.jpg]
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